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efficiency, notably in providing that, while employees must
come under the public service commissioner, their appoint-
ment was to be recommended by the Corporation.

3
Owing to the many commercial and other enterprises
under the national government a special responsibility is
thrown on the mechanisms of finance and administration.
Here is present that sheet-anchor of the British financial
system, the procedure whereby only ministers in the name of
the Crown initiate expenditure in committee of the whole
house and specify the purpose and extent of the grant. But
because in New Zealand some departments have long ad-
ministered many more commercial undertakings than in
England, considerable departures have been made from the
traditional British system of cash accounts, developed when
the functions of government were not commercial. Thus in
1920 New Zealand, in advance of the other parts of the
British Commonwealth, introduced departmental balance
sheets of a commercial type to give a clearer picture of the
capital ventures of the state. This innovation, despite the
number and sometimes the complexity of the accounts, has
been an obvious aid to the democracy.
Apart from the customary questioning and debate on the
floor of Parliament, the agencies of financial and administra-
tive control are the Public Accounts Committee, the treasury,
the Stores Control Board, the controller and auditor-general,
and the public service commissioner* Some of these agents
act differently from their British prototypes. The Public
Accounts Committee, for example, does not as in England
commonly scrutinize the auditor-general's report and the
audited accounts, but devotes its time to examining the
estimates, and its chairman is always a member of the
Government party. As in the other Dominions the treasury
sifts and discusses the departmental estimates before their
submission to the house, and prescribes for the accounting
of public money and public stores. It provides formal powers